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Email:  coastalclaymakers@westnet.com.au 

Web :   www.coastalclaymakers.com.au 

§ Editorial  

§ Exhibitions 

§ Workshop Review 

§ Presentation 

 

 

to promote and encourage the study of ceramics  

by means of lectures, discussions, excursions,  

EDITORIAL  

Welcome to the October edition of Coastal ClayMakers newsletter.  ñStretchedò 

opened on Sunday 16th at the Nexus Gallery Bellingen and can only be described as a 

resounding success.  To all of those members who contributed their ceramic works 

thank you.  It is an impressive exhibition beautifully displayed in a wonderful setting 

and if you were not able to attend the opening on the 16th be sure to see it before it 

concludes on Friday the 11th November. Thank you John for inspiring and challenging 

us to produce our very best.  

 

I hope those who attended Greg Dalyôs workshop on the October long weekend en-

joyed it as much as I did.  In the eight years since Coastal ClayMakerõs inception we 

have had the privilege of attending workshops here in Coffs Harbour given by a  

veritable whoôs who of Australian ceramics and Greg is certainly one of the best.  His 

standing as a ceramicist, teacher and author of both national and international  

reputation speaks volumes for Australian ceramics and ceramicists. Greg filled our 

heads with knowledge and inspired us to challenge ourselves to go a step further in 

our ceramic practices. To those who attended many thanks and to John Tuckwell and 

Ann Streckfuss for your organisation again thanks. 

 

Who says lightening doesnôt strike in the same place twice! It has happened two years 

in a row now, last year it was John Tuckwell and now fellow member Jack Meagher, 

with a wonderful photograph, has taken out the grand prize at the ñBellingen Art 

Prizeò. Congratulations Jack. 

 

As mentioned in last monthôs newsletter, the Committee is planning something a little 

different for the November memberôs meeting and Annual General Meeting. On  

Sunday 20th November commencing at 12.00 noon we propose holding a short AGM 

followed by an informal luncheon for members and friends.  This is a luncheon of 

celebration, celebrating a most successful year for Coastal ClayMakers members and 

friends. If you havenôt sold it bring the best pot youôve made this year or any year and 

if youôve a tale to tell, tell it to us.  This is an opportunity to sit back relax and enjoy 

the company of fellow members and friends.  This will be a catered luncheon, $5.00 

per person and BYO drink.  My home at 134 McAlpine Way Boambee will be the 

venue and we ask you to RSVP me by Wednesday 16th November on 66583554 or 

gstubs@ozemail.com.au  for catering purposes.                   (continued on page seven) 

contents Our Aim 

Coastal ClayMakers Inc.  welcome new members : Jutta Herb, Nigel Clark 

 Tamasin Pepper, Genevieve Dellar, Flavell Richilde and Shelley O Keefe 

mailto:gstubs@ozemail.com.au


NEXT  MEMBERS  MEETING  
Deborah Hawkes ð one of the originators, 
Deb has been treasurer for many years, and 
exhibition co-ordinator as well as being avail-
able at all events as an essential organiser 
with good sensible advice. 
 
Rita Flynn ð Rita has shown herself to be a 
very effective secretary, taking all the minutes 
of our meetings and recording faithfully all the 
goings on at the workshops and presentations 
by visiting lecturers and our own members.  
She writes about them for our monthly news-
letter and has been invaluable in this  
capacity.   
 
Parma Keft ð the originator of the Coastal 

ClayMakersõ newsletter and co-ordinator of 

the committeeôs meetings and presentations 
at Maritime Building on many occasions.  She 
is a talented graphic designer who has pro-
duced top quality artwork for many of our  
exhibition invitations and  procured funding for 
the purchase of our own laptop and projection 
equipment so that we can have hassle free 
presentations.  
 
John Tuckwell ð John has been a very 
valuable addition to our ranks in the past 
three years, organising exhibitions of high 
standard with imaginative flair.  He has also 
brought with him many new members to our 
ranks and his contributions have been im-
mense.   
 
Jeff Sosower  -  Jeff has been a valuable 
participant in our activities over the years as a 
committee member, offering his studio and 
gallery for presentations and meetings, being 
a photographer for our workshops and mak-
ing his home available to visiting presenters. 
 

To the outgoing  
committee members,  

 

THANK YOU  ALL  

 

 
 

AGM!!!  
ClayMakers are advised that many of our  

committee positions are opening up for new 
committee members.  Most of us are  
moving on and itôs time to invite all  

 to consider having a tilt at being in the  
drivers seats.    Let us assure you ð  
itôs fun ð organizing events and driving  
the agenda for the best opportunities for  

continuing education, diversity, excellence  
and promotion of ceramics in the  

Mid North Coast of NSW.  
The committee members ðmost of them, 

have been on board since the inception of 
the CCôs, eight year ago, and feel itôs time to 

move aside for others to have the same  
opportunity for growth and input.  

 
Our AGM will be held at outgoing President 
Shirley Stubingtonôs home at 134 MCAlpine 

Way, Boambee, Coffs Harbour  
On Sunday, 20th November at mid -day.  

 
A BBQ and informal get together is planned, so 
come along, $5 towards the catering, bring your 
new ideas and your enthusiasm, to keep the 
group thriving into the future.    
 
Nomination forms will be accompanying this 
newsletter, so think about it, and if you are  
prepared to be involved, fill it out and send it  to 
the Secretary, Rita Flynn for the AGM.   
 
Outgoing committee members are: 
 
Shirley Stubington ð outgoing President. 
Shirley has been in the committee since the 
early days, and in the past two years has 
steered the group with a sure confidence and 
capability, always making her home and  
hospitality available to visiting teachers and 
guests of the Coastal Clay Makers.   

 

Lisa Magri ð has held positions as treasurer 
secretary and membersô secretary.  An  
essential and valuable contribution over the 
years, thank you Lisa for your wonderful steady 
hand, attention to details and  sage advice. 



Octoberôs big event (well, one of em) 

GREG DALY WORKSHOP  

 

LUSTRE AND GLAZE 

Members of Coastal Claymakers Inc. are 

indeed a very fortunate group.  Not only do 
we have the considerable advantage of  
using the TAFE purpose built ceramics  
facility, thanks to Phil Greed, but because of 
the confidence that arrangement affords us, 
we are able to invite the top quality workshop 
instruction that we have come to enjoy. 
 

The October Claymakers workshop was 

the cherry on the cake for 2011. 
 
Greg Daly is a world renowned ceramicist 
lauded for his beautiful lustre glazes and he is 
engaged at the present time in publishing a 
book on the history and alchemy of these 
glazes.  Workshop participants were guided 
through the intriguing processes of various 
lustre methods, pigment, smoked, Arabian, 
resin, and glaze in glaze lustre.  The four 
main lustre techniques can be used in con-
junction with each other to create further  
effects. 
 
Greg says ñGlaze is a journey, but lustre is a 
real adventure! Complete with highs and lows 
filled with excitement, challenges, mysteries, 
alchemy, discoveries and dazzling resultsò. 
(Continued next page) 



Gregôs approach to glazes generally is of a voyage of 
discovery, and his advice is to carefully record the  
adventure to make sense to ourselves, and those with 
whom we share it, of what we have seen and  
experienced along the way.  Pre conceived ideas of 
what a glaze should be and what should go into a 
glaze recipe limit the possibilities of glaze develop-
ment, Greg suggests.  He stressed the importance of 
keeping good records of glaze tests ï the firing and 
outcomes.  Have a system and include as much  
information as possible.  Note the materials used - 
which feldspar, flux etc, application, firing tempera-
tures, start and time of reduction if used. Try an oxide 
stroke to gauge future colour developments.   
Sieve materials, especially if sitting around for some 
time, Greg uses a 300 mesh sieve.  Adding dry  
ingredients to water means less dust, less lumps, and 
if left to slake for a few minutes before adding more 
water will mix easily.  For test glazes varying t 
thicknesses are applied so start with a thinner mix.  
The first coat thin, the  second strip will be the normal 
1-2mm and the third thick 2-3mm depth.  Start testing 
with an adequate number of good sized tiles and write 
as much information as you can on them for better  
information results. Try material line blends and glaze 
triaxial blends. 
 
Participants were urged to try planned colour blends by 
incorporating more than one oxide into a base glaze to 
give broad diverse results, this a way of discovering 
how some oxides modify the colour of others.  Greg 
set up a colour blend based on 28 tiles, if two sets are 
prepared, one set oxidised and one set reduced, there 
will be 336 pieces of information from this test for an 
hourôs work! 
 
Attendees were delighted with the learning experience 
of the weekend and with Gregôs passion for his topic 
and his easy manner and approachability, no question 
was ignored or seemed to be too trivial.  A very  
satisfying weekend shared in good company. 
 
Gregôs tips - For extra kiln shelf protection sprinkle alu-
mina over shelf also add a little to wax for rims and 
bases.  Before dipping give the glaze a quick stir, to 
avoid the thin layer of water on the surface. 
 
Rita Flynn. 
 

Photographs supplied by Marian Williams 

 

Greg Daly workshop cont. 



At each show we do the quality improves.  

 

The miniature and small gem section which might have been all kept in a 

single area was instead spread with each artist having their own space 

and all their work kept in that space.  

S - T - R - E - T - C - H - E - D 
Exhibition Spectacular 

Overview from John Tuckwell : 

The members of Coastal Claymakers can feel 

a bit pleased with how our exhibition at 

Nexus has turned out.  

 

Andy Livemore was helped, this time by Lynn 

Tizzard to hang the show. His aim was to have 

every entrant allowed equal treatment first 

and then to go for a spare elegant look to 

make our ceramics sparkle.  

 

I was lucky enough to be in the gallery when 

most of the work came out of the boxes and 

it was a great pleasure and relief to get to 

the point where it became obvious that we 

had the quality work that was needed.  

 

At each show we do the quality improves.  

The miniature and small gem section which 

might have been all kept in a single area 

was instead spread with each artist having 

their own space and all their work kept in 

that space.  

 

As well as having some good work it is  

important for some other things to be 

right  
 

When Shirley Stubington, brilliantly, 

opened the show on Sunday we could claim 

clear skies, good food, plenty of wine and a 

good crowd. What more could we want?  

Another show next year?  

Photos  supplied by John Tuckwell 


