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Email:  coastalclaymakers@westnet.com.au 

Web :   www.coastalclaymakers.com.au 

 Editorial 

 Exhibitions 

 Workshop Review 

 Presentation 

 

 

to promote and encourage the study of ceramics  

by means of lectures, discussions, excursions,  

projects and practical workshops. 

EDITORIAL 

Greetings Coastal ClayMakers 

I am standing in for Shirley Stubington who could not oblige this month. I will do my 

best to take her place on this occasion and present the editorial for May.  As the year 

rolls along and the nights getting chilly, our activities are hotting up.   

 

The current bookings for events this year is almost complete and full of interesting  

opportunities and challenges to us potters of the Mid North Coast.   As previously  

advertised we have Cameron Williams on Friday 20th May, presenting us with a  

Friday night slide show and  a very exciting weekend demonstration workshop of 

throwing forms of all sizes and shapes.  It will be exhilarating to watch and learn from 

a master thrower, so do consider booking your place.   If you can’t come for both 

days, that’s fine...you are welcome to come for one day if that suits you better.  It’s 

close now! 

 

In June the Members’ meeting will be at John Tuckwell’s home and studio in  

Bellingen on Sunday 26th June.   John and Gloria Malone are happy to extend the  

invitation with a lunch so will be a very interesting and enjoyable get together.  Bring 

a plate — preferably one you have made yourself, with something delicious on it to 

share and to add to the occasion.   

 

July sees another visitor and speaker coming to the valley for our entertainment and 

information.  David Walker of Walker Ceramics will be sharing his wealth of  

information and experience in clay blending and manufacture to help us understand 

clays and new products on the market.  He has been invited to come to address the 

group on Friday 29th July and is staying with committee member Jeff Sosower of 

Southern Cross Pottery.  Make him welcome as he is such a character of long standing 

in the pottery community of Australia.  

 

The next coup is confirmation of having a pottery superstar in Greg Daly coming to 

teach us a luster workshop, which is something the committee has been talking about 

for some years.  With Greg, you really have the best.  He has just had a new book  

published on luster glazes so this theme is very appropriate.  The workshop will take 

place on the 1st and 2nd of October, so put that weekend aside. 

 

The Members Exhibition is covered in this issue, so it’s just all too exciting.  Read on!  

 and keep the pottery  and sculptural wonders happening!  We are starting a ceramic 

movement in our very midst                                Sally Hook for Shirley Stubington for the Committee 

contents Our Aim 



NEXT  MEMBERS  MEETING 

CAMERON WILLIAMS  
MEETING & WORKSHOP FOR MAY 

Dates: Friday evening 20th, Botanic Gardens 

Sat. 21st and Sun.22nd. weekend held at 
TAFE Ceramic Building, Glenreagh St. Coffs Harbour 

 

Cameron has been designing and producing large 

scale ceramics for over 25 years.  He is one of  

Australia’s best known ceramic artists. 

 
“Friday night I will have a disc of images to do a talk with.    

Saturdays demonstration will start with the basics on how to 
learn to centre & throw a small bowl.  Then on to a bigger 

bowl, cylinder &  plate. 
 

From there I use a variety of tools to achieve finished forms. 
Next will be some on-wheel decoration & an increase in size. 

 
Sunday I plan to do some big pots & work through products I 

have found a market for, like water  
features, lamp bases & planters. 

 
I will be explaining my techniques in great detail & would 

welcome any requests.  To be honest I usually make it up as 
I go along because every group is  

different & I like to respond accordingly, but I guess this is 
how the weekend will go.”  Cameron Williams 

 
If you can’t make it on Saturday, come on  
Sunday for half price so don’t miss out!! 
Fees: $125 (members) $145 (non members) 

Participants invited to contact  Shirley Stubington at 
gstubs@ozemail.com.au  

Our Matchbox contributions 

If you would like to make more for the later show-

contact: www.matchboxshow.com  

Newsletter News 

Your monthly newsletter aims to give you current 

and topical items of interest to all members.  Your 

items are welcome to be included for general news.  

Parma Keft will take over the reins of the job of 

newsletter editor for a couple of months this 

winter as I will be away.   

If you have contributions for  

upcoming editions, please forward to Parma at: 

parmasan@hotmail.com  

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE :  

 

As the computer has taken over our newsletter 

publishing and the whole world as well, it has 

become necessary to make our banking details 

available to members opting for direct debiting 

moneys for memberships and workshop fees.   

The details are:  Coastal Claymakers Inc. 

Member number 182179 

BSB 704328 

mailto:gstubs@ozemail.com.au
http://www.matchboxshow.com
mailto:parmasan@hotmail.com


FRIDAY NIGHT MEMBERS MEETING HELD ON APRIL 15TH: 
DEMONSTRATION OF SLIPPED SLAB MINIATURE VASES  

BY 

JOHN TUCKWELL 

April’s Monthly Members meeting was held at 
the Southern Cross Pottery in Boambee, with 
a demonstration of slip decoration and small 
pot construction by John Tuckwell.   
 
It was a modestly sized but dedicated band of 

CoastalClayMakers who attended, as the 

evening was shared with the opening of the 
LilliPilli Art   Exhibition and other events in 
Bellingen. 
Those who could not attend missed a very  
interesting demo that John uses in his finely 
made pot miniatures.  He works on a flat  
plaster slab, with coloured porcelain clay 
slips, dabbed in place on the slab for the 
decorative elements, then coated with a fine 
layer of white porcelain slip. The slab absorbs 
the moisture in the slip, which can be then 
used (when set) for cutting up for pot making.  

He showed the group some extra layers of  
prepared slabs that he used to actually make 
the pots, as they had firmed up enough for cut-
ting and connecting into small vessels. 
 
The group was then invited to make their own 
little vases and pots and so the evening passed 
in enjoyable experimentation.  Thank you John 
for sharing some of your secrets, and perhaps a 
longer workshop may be on the program for 
2012.  Thanks also to Jeff Sosower for taking 
some of the pictures and providing the venue 
for this members’ meeting and demonstration. 
 
The Matchbox contributions were also collected 
and after firing in Annette Copland’s kiln, were 
packed and sent away in time for the Brisbane 
show. Thanks to all who contributed to this  
project                                                 Sally Hook  

 
 



The potters are taking over!!  An evil plan for world  

domination must start somewhere.  Nexus gallery in  

Bellingen sounds like a good spot.  

 

This year at Nexus, ceramics are taking a prominent role.  

If we check the Bellingen Community Arts Council events  

calendar ñ ceramics are everywhere.  

 

In January we had Deb Grigg -Hawkes and Parma Keft in the 

main Gallery with Sally Hook in the Studio Gallery.  

 

May has Dianne Gray going solo in the studio.  

 

Coming up John Tuckwell has a solo show starting on June 

26th and Jack Meagher, our photography guru ñhas a show 

which will mix his photography with his ceramics.  

 

The big deal will be  S T R E T C H E D  opening on  

October the 18 th . That is the group show for Coastal  

Claymakers members.  We have both rooms so that we can  

S T R E T C H out over the whole gallery.  The miniature 

part of the show, now called  SHRUNK  is now for anything 

ceramic that will fit comfortably inside an imaginary 90mm 

cube.  

Leaving space in the Nexus calendar for their member 

shows, maintenance closures and such, the potters have 7 

out of the available 18 gallery spacea for 2011 or 38.88%  

 

The Coastal Claymakers Committee has appointed a sub  

committee to identify other galleries, both inside and  

outside our region, where we can subvert the improper 

thoughts that lead to paintings and turned wood exhibitions. 

The pure art form must become dominant!  

                                       (Steady on there, John  Ed.) 

S - T - R - E - T - C - H - E - D 
and “Shrunk” and other things from J.T. @Bello 



Coastal ClayMakers Inc. 
Coastal  ClayMakers Inc. 

INFORMATION 
Subscriptions:  
Single $45, double (one newsletter between two 
members of the same address) $50.  Those joining 
after June pay $25 to end of year (new members 
only), $50 for groups or organisations.  Web site  
inclusion—for 2010 this service is free to members. 

Members Meetings:  
Third Friday of every month, Feb to Nov inclusive.   
Venue: Refer to page 2. 
7.00 PM start.  Gold coin donation, includes supper. 

Committee Meetings:  
First Thursday of the month, Feb to Nov inclusive. 

Newsletter:   by PDF format through email:  
Ten issues per year (Feb to Nov incl) First week of 
each month for ten months  
Publication deadline; 3rd Friday of the month prior to 
the month of publication. 

Web Site: www.coastalclaymakers.com.au  
CLASSIFIEDS:  
Members pottery classifieds $10 per item That ad will 
be placed on receipt of payment.  Commercial 
advertising space available.:   1/4 page $50  
 

For all pottery equipment, clays, materials, tools....etc 
Proprietors: Dave Mason and Lynette Smith 

UNIT 4/26 INDUSTRIAL DRIVE  (OFF ISLES DRIVE, turn at Blackwoods) 

Follow the signs to Ludo’s Antiques; we are in the same complex 

OUR PHONE AND FAX NUMBERS: 

66 515944 and David can be contacted on 0414 603320  

Business hours :  TUESDAY 10-4, WEDNESDAY 10-4,  

THURSDAY 10 -  4  

& THE FIRST SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH 10 -12.00 

Coastal ClayMakers Inc. 

DIARY DATES: 
 May 20th, 21st and 22nd.  Workshop with Cameron Williams.  

 June 26th: Members Meeting at  John Tuckwell studio,  

Bellingen 

 July 29th: David Walker presentation 

COFFS HARBOUR  POTTERY SUPPLIES 

ABN: 61 643 393 456 

Address for correspondence: 

PO Box 2124 Coffs Harbour, NSW 

2450 

Phone: 66 583 554 
email: coastalclaymakers@westnet.com.au 

web:  www.coastalclaymakers.com.au 

Committee 
PRESIDENT   

Shirley Stubington……………  66 583554 

SECRETARY 

Rita Flynn  …….. . ................    6649 1335 

TREASURER  

Lisa Magri ..... ....                       66 584629 

WORKSHOP SUPERVISOR 

Phil Greed    ..........................     6648 5053 

MEMBERS SECRETARY  

Lisa Magri    ..........................     6658 4629 

PUBLICITY OFFICER 

Ann Streckfuss ………………...66 534799 
NEWSLETTER / WEB SITE EDITOR 

Sally Hook  ..........................     . 6568 1903 

Email:  ozmosis@tsn.cc 

EXHIBITION CO-ORDINATOR   

John Tuckwell……………...      66 55 2046 

Jeff Sosower………………….   66 581110 

Deb Grigg Hawkes……………  66 528259 
 

Coastal ClayMakers Inc. accepts no  responsibility for the 

contents of articles nor the claims made by advertisers.  

All material published in our newsletter is copyright of 
Coastal ClayMakers Inc.   

Requests for permission to reprint must be made to the 

Newsletter Editor. 

Three members are having an out of town exhibition:  

land.marks opens on May the 27 th  and closes on June 17th . 

Beth Gibbings, Gloria Malone and John Tuckwell will fill the space 

at the very stylish Inverell Art Gallery.  

Beth, who makes very nice shrunk work, wi ll this time be showing 

her skills with a brush.  

Gloria and John are doing variations on a theme with porcelain.  

It has been reported that, less than three weeks from opening all 

three artists are still trying to get their work finished.  

Gloria and John are also doing a one day workshop on porcelain 

technique on the day aft er the opening in Inverell .  It is a bit of a 

run for the day but could make a nice weekend.  Costs for the 

workshop are $60  


